
DISTRICT 8 INITIATIVES AND ACTIVITIES 
District 8 of the Florida Veterans Foundation and 

the Office of The Mayor of Miami, Tomás Regalado, was 
proud to honor the legendary singer and songwriter Ms. 
Connie Francis. Ms. Francis has been tireless in her work 
for veterans, creating Haven from the Storm. The 
organization works to improve the lives of our military 
community affected by TBI, PTSD, and other 
psychological conditions. This is done through direct 
service and fundraising.  

Haven from the Storm raised over $400,000 
through a telethon- Homeward Bound that aired 
November 10, 2013. Hosted by Alan Alda, Joe Mantegna, 
and Connie Francis the telethon raised awareness of 

PTSD and TBI. LtCol Tony Colmenares USMC (Ret) was 
asked to present on live television and 4 Veterans from 
South Florida were featured.  

LtCol Tony Colmenares USMC (Ret) is 
leading his team in District 8 on several initiatives 
to help our veterans, our Heroes. These initiatives 
were highlighted as the team honored Ms. Francis. 
Connie Francis has stated, "At this point in my life, 
I'm going to use my voice for loftier purposes..." In 
meeting with her we discussed just this. She spoke 
about our like-mindedness on the necessity of 
taking care of our veterans. Ms. Francis stated she 
wants “a generation of abled veterans, not 
disabled veterans… and that this is possible with 
their expert training and job skills.” Ms. Francis 

said the treatment of our veterans thus far has 
been disgraceful. We agreed we should do much 
more to give them what they are entitled. 
 And we are. 

 
Mayor Regalado has appointed LtCol Tony 
Colmenares USMC (Ret) Director of the Office of 
Veterans Services for the City of Miami- the only one 
of its kind known to be in the United States of 
America. Thanks to the Mayor’s commitment to 
veterans and progressive mindset LtCol Colmenares 
USMC (Ret) and his team have been able to help 37 
homeless veterans get off the streets of Miami. This 
is just the beginning.  
  

 
District 8 will be hosting a Homeless 

Veterans Stand Down. This will be a 3 day event in 
which veterans will be able to get shelter, food, 
clothing, showers, picture IDs, medical and mental 
health counseling, employment and job counseling 
services and more. We are also working to set up a 

veteran’s court. We will leave no veteran behind. 

 

Figure 1 LtCol Tony Colmenares 
USMC (Ret) poses with Ms. Connie 
Francis after Mayor Regalado 
presented a certificate to her for her 
dedicated support to our veterans. 

Figure 3 Mayor Tomás Regalado (in 
brown coat) poses with Ms. Francis and 
others after the Certificate is presented 
on December 10, 2013. 

Figure 2 Col. Washington Sanchez USA (Ret) 
spoke with Ms. Connie Francis as LtCol 
Colmenares look on after the Ceremony in 
Mayor Regalado's Office. 

 



District 8 is excited about partnering with Borinquen Medical Center as we work together 
to serve our military community living in Miami. In providing care for our heroes our initial focus 
will be on Mental Health. We look forward to offering expeditious and consistent care as our 
clients work with Boriquen's excellent team.  We also are pleased with the possibility of 
expanding the partnership to facilitate job placement for veterans. Our veterans remain ready to 
serve and possess unique abilities making them an asset to any organization. 

Furthermore, we are in partnership with Miami Lighthouse for the Blind and Visually 
Impaired. This incredible organization will work with our wounded warriors as they readjust to 
society teach orientation and mobility, personal management, computer skills, job readiness and 
placement, and social and recreational skills. We strive to give our veterans the treatments they 
deserve and will ensure they receive it.  

We are thrilled to partner with the Jefferson Reeves Clinic in a Health and Wellness 
Center for veterans. This is a “one stop shop” which will serve our Veterans with physical and 
mental wellness as well as transitional housing.  

The team is also working hard to place veterans in permanent housing and rehab the 
homes of veterans in need. In Collier County we are in partnership with Habitat for Humanity to 
place disabled veterans and their families in permanent housing. We are also committed to 
rehabilitating the homes of 5 veterans in the City of Miami through a partnership with Home 
Depot.  

Our veterans earned the best treatment and they will get it. We will give them a hand up 
as we work together in our communities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


